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Living With the Land



The Living with the Land Initiative aims to 
attract new life to Stickney House and 
Farmstead, making it a center for community 
activity and education. By offering new 
opportunities to interact with the area’s 
natural resources, the site will contribute to 
Bull Valley’s philosophy of conservation and 
stewardship. 

As a site for outdoor recreation, the Stickney 
Farmstead and Cherry Valley Trail will 
connect with existing and proposed trails 
included in the McHenry County 2030 
Comprehensive Plan, contributing to the 
regional plan for land use. With new 
commercial uses, the Stickney House and 
Farmstead will become a self-sustaining hub 
for ecotourism and eco-education, deepening 
the harmony between life and land.

The Mission



Stickney House
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The Approach



Stickney House



Timeline
George Stickney (settler #1) arrives; builds log house on property

occupied by Benjamin McOmber (settler #2).

Samuel Terwilliger (settler #3) builds house on farm

First log schoolhouse built - Armenda McOmber, head teacher

George Stickney marries Sylvia M. Beckley

Stickney House construction

Stickney family moves to a new home (in 1872 Stickney lived 
several miles southeast; farming grapes)

J.S. Watrous purchases Stickney House, removes 2nd fl. porches

J.S. Watrous builds “Crystal Spring Butter and Cheese Factory”

J.S. Watrous wins gold medal at Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition 
for his butter

George Stickney dies, buried at Holcombville Cemetery

Atty. David R. Joslyn of Woodstock purchases Stickney Farmstead

Builds barn to house 50 milk cows and 30 head of young stock

Donald Collins purchases Stickney Farmstead

Stickney House listed to National Register of Historic Places 

Stickney House is deeded to Village of Bull Valley 

Police Department makes Stickney House its headquarters
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Stickney Farmstead
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Stickney Trail



■ barn

Stories



Stickney Trail Phase I



Stickney Trail Phase II



Stickney Trail Phase III



County Trail System





Stickney Trail

McHenry County offers residents and visitors a destination for hiking, 

biking, cross-country skiing, equestrian programs, and snowmobiling. 

With an emphasis on mobility and transportation for all residents, 

countywide trail systems support comprehensive plans and 

strategies to provide access and walkability to the vast conservation 

districts throughout the county. 

Our goal is to provide continuity to the proposed county trails, in 

conjunction with those that exist, through a three-phase creation of a 

Stickney Trail.
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